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'The General Marquis Albergati/ so I was forced to accept
this as apology.
'What right has he to the rank of general?5 I asked
my friend Severini, who answered that three years ago the
King of Poland had conferred the order of St. Stanislas.
and the title of Chamberlain, on him.
ll see/ I cried, fin Poland a chamberlain ranks as an
adjutant-general, so Albergati calls himself general, but
general of what?3
Delighted at being able to avenge myself by turning the
good man into ridicule, I wrote a burlesque dialogue, which
I had printed, and which the bookseller sold for a 'baiocco*
apiece; in a few days the entire edition was exhausted. The
marquis had the sense not to notice this dialogue, and there
the matter ended.
Signer di Zaguri, who had kept up a regular correspond-
ence with me, had conceived a project for obtaining my
pardon, and permission for me to re-enter my native coun-
try. We had worked in concert with Dandolo, my ever-
devoted friend, who desired nothing so much as to see me
reinstated. He wrote to me that I ought to live nearer the
Venetian States, as near to them as possible, so that the
inquisitors could have me watched, and assure themselves of
iny good conduct. Signer Zuliani, the brother of the Duchess
of Fiano, promised to use all his influence in my favour.
I decided on Trieste, where Signor di Zaguri had an in-
timate friend to whom, he said, he would recommend me.
I found several letters awaiting me there: one from Signor
Dandolo, enclosing one from his friend, the patrician Marco
Dona, addressed to the Baron Pittoni, chief of police. It
was left open so that I could read how warmly I was recom-
mended to this magistrate. I hastened to deliver it, and
Pittoni assured me I could count on his protection. I spent
the first ten days of my sojourn at Trieste in compiling the
Memoirs I had collected at Warsaw, concerning all that had
happened in Poland since the death of Elizabeth Petrovna,
and I undertook to write a history of the troubles of the